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April 21, 2014
TO:
NACAA Air Directors 

The President’s FY 2015 budget request to Congress includes in EPA’s budget $243.2 million in grants to state and local air pollution control agencies under Sections 103 and 105 of the Clean Air Act.  This is an increase of $15 million above the FY 2014 enacted budget.  NACAA believes such an increase is insufficient in light of state and local responsibilities and is recommending that grants be increased by $35 million, for a total of $278.2 million.

While state and local air programs deserve additional funding, it will be very difficult for these increases to make it into the final budget.  For this to happen, it is essential that state and local air agencies make a strong case to Congress about the need for increases.  This would need to be done soon, since Congressional leaders have said they wish to accelerate the appropriations schedule in order to adopt legislation by the end of the fiscal year (September 30, 2014).
It is especially important that agencies with Representatives or Senators on the House and Senate Appropriations Committees or the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittees contact their delegations as soon as possible and urge that they communicate with the chairs and ranking members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and/or the Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, as appropriate.  We are providing you with information that you may use to request that Congress adopt legislation that contains the increase proposed in the Administration’s request.  This information includes a model letter and a list of the full committee and subcommittee members.
If the members of your Congressional delegation are not on the Committee or Subcommittee, it is still important that you contact them and ask them to convey immediately to the Subcommittee the need for Section 103/105 funding at the level of the Administration’s request.  If you are unable to send a letter to your Congressional delegations, it would still be very useful for you to send an informal email or telephone their offices.  Some of the attached information would be helpful background for those communications.

The attached information includes the following materials:

· a model letter to help you prepare your own correspondence to Congress.  We urge you to restate the information in your own words to highlight the details of your area.  If your letter is not directed to a member of the Committee or Subcommittee, you may wish to send a copy to the Committee and Subcommittee chairs; and

· a list of the members of the Senate and House Appropriations Committees and Subcommittees on Interior, Environment, and Independent Agencies.  The addresses of the Subcommittee and Committee chairs are included.  Email addresses for only the Subcommittees are publicly available.  If you have contacts within the individual offices, you may wish to email your correspondence.  
If you send a letter to a Member of Congress on this issue, please provide Mary Sullivan Douglas of the NACAA Headquarters with a copy as well.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary at (202) 624-7864 or mdouglas@4cleanair.org.

April 21, 2014
Model Letter to Individual Members of Congress from State and Local Agencies
[Brackets and underlining indicate spaces for agency- or area-specific information.]

Dear [Senator or Representative]:


I am writing to ask you to support additional funds for state and local air pollution control agencies in the FY 2015 budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The proposed budget calls for $243.2 million in grants to state and local air quality agencies under Sections 103 and 105 of the Clean Air Act, an increase of $15 million above last year.  Unfortunately, such an increase is not nearly enough.  Instead, we urge you to support an increase of $35 million above the President’s FY 2015 request, for a total of $278.2 million.  Additionally we request that state and local agencies be provided with the flexibility to determine how best to use any additional resources.
Air pollution is one of our nation’s most serious public health problems, resulting in the premature deaths of tens of thousands of people in our country every year, as well as adverse health impacts for many more.  State and local air quality agencies, in working for clean air, have many important responsibilities, including new initiatives to address emerging issues and ongoing activities to preserve the air quality we already enjoy.  In [name of state or area], for example, we are particularly concerned about [insert specific information about local air quality concerns].  Accordingly, we [insert details about the programs agency is working on].

Unfortunately, federal grants for state and local air quality agencies have been underfunded for many years.  Because of the deficits we face and these difficult economic times, state and local agencies are struggling to continue the critical air quality programs that the public expects and needs.  In [name of state or area], [provide specific, concrete examples of how a lack of Section 105 grants have hurt your program.  If possible, provide concrete evidence of how this has affected air quality or public health.]    

While even the increases we are asking for would not make up for our funding shortfall entirely, they would be very helpful as we address ongoing responsibilities and new challenges.  This is especially true if we are given the flexibility to use the increased funds on those programs that are of the highest priority in our area.  We can apply the additional funds to emission inventory development, sophisticated modeling, planning efforts, expanded monitoring networks, and the adoption and enforcement of regulations, among other things.  Here in [name of state or local area], these additional funds could [insert specific information about what your agency could accomplish with a Section 105 increase.  Be specific about improvements and how this would help the state or area.]  

We understand that Congress must distribute scarce resources among many important programs.  However, air quality improvements are very cost effective and beneficial, resulting in lower health-care costs and more productivity.  EPA analyses have shown that the benefits of the Clean Air Act since 1990 have exceeded the costs by over 30 to one.  Few programs can claim such a good return on an investment.


We at [name of agency] are doing our best to improve air quality, but adequate federal funding is critical.  Please promote public health by supporting an increase of $35 million above the proposed budget for state and local air grants and advocating for flexibility in how the funds are spent.  Thank you for any assistance you can offer.
Sincerely,

cc:
Chairs of Appropriations Committees


Chairs of Interior, Environment, and Independent Agencies Subcommittees

House and Senate Appropriations Committees

113th Congress (as of April 21, 2014)
House Appropriations Committee

Republicans

Harold Rogers, Kentucky, Chairman

Frank R. Wolf, Virginia

Jack Kingston, Georgia

Rodney P. Frelinghuysen, New Jersey

Tom Latham, Iowa

Robert B. Aderholt, Alabama

Kay Granger, Texas

Michael K. Simpson, Idaho

John Abney Culberson, Texas

Ander Crenshaw, Florida

John R. Carter, Texas

Ken Calvert, California

Tom Cole, Oklahoma

Mario Diaz-Balart, Florida

Charles W. Dent, Pennsylvania

Tom Graves, Georgia

Kevin Yoder, Kansas

Steve Womack, Arkansas

Alan Nunnelee, Mississippi

Jeff Fortenberry, Nebraska

Tom Rooney, Florida

Chuck Fleischmann, Tennessee

Jaime Herrera Beutler, Washington

David Joyce, Ohio

David Valadao, California 

Andy Harris, Maryland

Martha Roby, Alabama

Mark Amodei, Nevada

Chris Stewart, Utah

Address of Chair

The Honorable Harold Rogers

 Chair

House Committee on Appropriations  

U.S. House of Representatives

H-307 U.S. Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Democrats

Nita M. Lowey, New York, Ranking Member

Marcy Kaptur, Ohio

Peter J. Visclosky, Indiana

José E. Serrano, New York

Rosa L. DeLauro, Connecticut

James P. Moran, Virginia

Ed Pastor, Arizona

David E. Price, North Carolina

Lucille Roybal-Allard, California

Sam Farr, California

Chaka Fattah, Pennsylvania

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Georgia

Barbara Lee, California

Adam B. Schiff, California

Michael M. Honda, California

Betty McCollum, Minnesota

Tim Ryan, Ohio

Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Florida

Henry Cuellar, Texas

Chellie Pingree, Maine

Mike Quigley, Illinois

Bill Owens, New York

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

Republicans

Ken Calvert, California, Chairman

Mike Simpson, Idaho

Tom Cole, Oklahoma

Jaime Herrera Beutler, Washington

David Joyce, Ohio

David Valadao, California

Chris Stewart (R-UT)
Address of Chair

The Honorable Ken Calvert
Chair

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

U.S. House of Representatives

Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

In.approp@mail.house.gov
Democrats

Jim Moran, Virginia, Ranking Member

Betty McCollum, Minnesota

Chellie Pingree, Maine

José Serrano, New York
Senate Appropriations Committee

Democratic Members

BARBARA A. MIKULSKI (Maryland)- Chairwoman 
PATRICK J. LEAHY (Vermont)
TOM HARKIN (Iowa)
PATTY MURRAY (Washington)
DIANNE FEINSTEIN (California)
RICHARD J. DURBIN (Illinois)
TIM JOHNSON (South Dakota)
MARY L. LANDRIEU (Louisiana)
JACK REED (Rhode Island)
MARK PRYOR (Arkansas)
JON TESTER (Montana)

TOM UDALL (New Mexico)

JEANNE SHAHEEN (New Hampshire)

JEFF MERKLEY (Oregon)

MARK BEGICH (Alaska)

CHRIS COONS (Delaware)
Address of Chair

The Honorable Barbara Mikuski

Chair

Senate Committee on Appropriations

U.S. Senate

The Capitol, S-128

Washington, DC  20510

Republican Members

RICHARD C. SHELBY (Alabama), Vice Chairman
THAD COCHRAN (Mississippi)

MITCH MCCONNELL (Kentucky)
LAMAR ALEXANDER (Tennessee)
SUSAN COLLINS (Maine)
LISA MURKOWSKI (Alaska)
LINDSEY GRAHAM (South Carolina)
MARK KIRK (Illinois)
DAN COATS (Indiana)
ROY BLUNT (Missouri)
JERRY MORAN (Kansas)
JOHN HOEVEN (North Dakota)
MIKE JOHANNS (Nebraska)

JOHN BOOZMAN (Arkansas)

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Democratic Subcommittee Members

Senator Jack Reed (RI) (Chairman)
Senator Dianne Feinstein (CA)
Senator Patrick Leahy (VT)
Senator Tim Johnson (SD)
Senator Jon Tester (MT)
Senator Tom Udall (NM)

Senator Jeff Merkley (OR)

Senator Mark Begich (AK)
Address of Chair

The Honorable Jack Reed

Chair

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

U.S. Senate

Dirksen Office Building, SD-131

Washington, DC   20510

int@appro.senate.gov
Republican Subcommittee Members

Senator Lisa Murkowski (AK) (Ranking)
Senator Thad Cochran (MS)
Senator Lamar Alexander (TN)
Senator Roy Blunt (MO)
Senator John Hoeven (ND)
Senator Mike Johanns (NE)

