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Key Elements of 
Assembly Bill (AB) 617

Community Air 
Monitoring 

and Emission 
Reduction 

Plans

Clean 
Technology 
Investments

Best Available 
Retrofit 
Control 

Technology 
(BARCT) Rules

Easier Access 
to Emissions 

Data



October 1– Deadline for CARB to set statewide strategy (select 
Year 1 communities, guidelines, benchmarks)

Jul

Sep

July 1 – Deadline for SCAQMD to deploy air monitoring for YEAR 
1 communities

Sept 27 – Deadline for SCAQMD to adopt emissions reduction 
plans for YEAR 1 communities

20
18

20
19

20
19

Oct

Dec

20
23

December 31 – Deadline for SCAQMD to implement Best 
Available Retrofit Control Technology (BARCT)

Key milestones



Community
Emission 

Reduction
Plan

Prioritizing environmental justice 

communities for the AB 617 program

Community
Air 

Monitoring
Cleaner Air

• AB 617 is an ongoing program 
(years/decades)

• The California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) selected 10 communities for 
1st year across the state

• Significant workload to implement in 
each community

Community 
Identification

&
Prioritization



Air pollution sources

Diesel sources 
(freeways, trucks, 

warehouses, railyards)

Oil production & 
processing (wells, 

refineries)

Landfills, scrap yards, 
hazardous waste sites

Proximity/land 
use factors

Schools near air 
pollution 
sources/ 

industrial areas

Concentration of 
industries

Green spaces

Population factors

Population density

Low income

Communities of 
color

Access to 
healthcare

Asthma, cancer 
rates

Education levels

Children & elderly

Community Selection
Key input from the public



• Regional air toxics study
• Air toxics cancer risk 
• Diesel particulate matter accounts for 2/3 of risk
• Multiple pollution sources

Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study 
(MATES IV)

Data from 2012



CalEnviroScreen 3.0 (OEHHA)

Social and Economic Factors

OEHHA: 
Office of 
Environmental 
Health Hazard 
Assessment 
(State agency)



CalEnviroScreen 3.0 (OEHHA)



Schools near industrial areas 
and freeways

Evaluated the area within 1000 feet of each school 
or daycare center for areas zoned for industrial use 
and freeways, averaged across each census tract



Map of communities under 

consideration for AB 617

55 communities in SCAQMD considered



3 SCAQMD Communities Approved 
by CARB for Year 1

Wilmington, Carson, West 
Long Beach

San Bernardino, Muscoy

Boyle Heights, East Los 
Angeles, West Commerce



Community Steering Committee (CSC) 

Purpose:
- Identify and prioritize air pollution issues

- Guide strategies for community plans

Members represent:
• Active residents

• Community organizations

• Local businesses, labor 

unions

• Local agencies

• Schools, hospitals
• Elected officials/staff



Community Steering Committee 

Timeline

Identify community air 
quality concerns

Prioritize concerns to 
address through AB 617

Develop measures to 
address priority concerns

Oct 2018-
Jan 2019

Jan 2019-
Mar 2019

Mar 2019-
Sep 2019



Community Steering Committee Meetings 

Meetings include:
- Cohosts and/or outside facilitator

- Materials in English and Spanish

- Language interpretation

- Community affairs table

- Refreshments



Air Quality Data and Concerns

Maps of facilities, 
land use, schools

Community input

Air pollution data



Wilmington, Carson, 
West Long Beach

Highest priority 
issues identified:
• Refineries

• Ports

• Neighborhood Truck 
Traffic



San Bernardino, Muscoy
Highest priority 
issues identified:
• Neighborhood Truck 

Traffic, especially 
Warehouse-related

• BNSF Rail Yard

• Warehousing



East Los Angeles, 
Boyle Heights, West Commerce

Highest priority issues 
identified:
• Neighborhood Truck 

Traffic, Freeways

• Warehouses (and Trucks)

• Rail Yard Emissions



Potential strategies for community plans

Regulations

Public Information 
& Outreach

Incentives Targeted 
Monitoring

Inter-Agency 
Collaboration

Enhanced 
Enforcement

Exposure 
Reduction (Air 
Filtration, etc.)



Integrating Strategies Example: 
Diesel Truck Emissions

Targeted Enforcement Sweeps
Work with other agencies on 

truck routes, traffic signal timing

Monitoring and data to 
identify “frequent flyers” Targeted Incentives



Challenges ahead for AB 617
Upcoming Work:
• Identify Year 2 communities
• Implement Year 1 

Community Plans while 
developing plans for Year 2 
communities

Funding:
• Estimated $30.7 million per 

year needed for program 
sustainability

• Additional funding needed 
for incentive programs

• Diminishing funds for more 
communities statewide



Thank you! 

Questions or Comments?

Jo Kay Ghosh
Health Effects Officer
jghosh@aqmd.gov


