QUESTIONS FOR NACAA CONFERENCE CALL 9/7/11
These questions are in reference to the FY10 Stack Test Timeliness Review Extracted From AFS on 12/13/2010 All Stack Test  data table and chart.  A “test” references the values reported to EPA “# of tests” (NATL AVG= 535).  The “time of review” references FY10 AVG and FY09 AVG number of days for report review completion. 
WHAT IS A TEST?

1. As reported to EPA, what does one “test” represent?
a. Single pollutant at single emission source/location and testing condition.

b. Single test method with multiple pollutants, single testing condition.

c. Multiple methods, multiple pollutants, single source and testing condition.

d. Multiple methods, multiple pollutants, multiple sources, multiple conditions included in a single testing program.

e. Other (describe)

2. If your program reviewed an emissions test report with total PM, VE, and sulfur dioxide emissions testing from two emissions sources, you would report to EPA that:
a. 1 test was reviewed (entire testing program/1 report)

b. 2 tests were reviewed (1 test at each source)

c. 3 tests were reviewed (1 test for each sampling train/method/pollutant)

d.  6 tests were reviewed (1 test for each pollutant/method at each emission source)

e. Other (describe)

3. If your program reviewed an emissions test report for EPA Method 18 for BTEX compounds (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene) at 5 emissions sources, you would report to EPA that:

a. 1 test was reviewed (entire testing program/1 report)
b. 4 tests were reviewed (1 test for each pollutant)
c. 5 tests were reviewed (1 test at each source and/or 1 test for each sampling train)
d. 20 tests were reviewed (1 test for each pollutant and each location/emission source)

e. Other (describe)
4. Are pre-test protocols reviewed by your agency?

5. If yes, are protocols submitted for pre-approval included in the # of tests reported to EPA?

6. If protocols are included as tests, are they counted the same way as completed tests?

a. Yes

b. No, each protocol is considered as a lower number of tests for a completed testing program of the same complexity.

c. No, each protocol is considered as a higher number of tests for a completed testing program of the same complexity

WHAT IS A REVIEW?  LEVEL OF REVIEW, WHAT PARAMETERS ARE REVIEWED?
7. How detailed a review is performed by your agency staff?

a. Cursory review (accept the test results as reported by the facility).

b. Moderate (Confirm a few basic requirements of the methods and applicable regulations but general consider the reported emissions values as valid and testing conditions representative.)

c. Detailed with respect to the performance of the test methods including at least some recalculation/verification of the reported emissions results.

d. Detailed with respect to test performance and detailed with respect to regulatory requirements and confirmation of representative operating conditions and process/control operating parameters.

8. Does the level of detail of review vary based on the purpose of testing?

a. All tests are reviewed at the same detail level.

b. Level of detail of the review varies based on facility compliance history and relative complexity of the test methods and compliance requirements/

c. Level of review varies based on the quality of the test report and the test consultants history with the agency.

d. Other (Please describe)

9. What is the average time in work hours/days does a typical review of a single pollutant at the single emissions point require including compliance evaluation, review summary documentation and other agency requirements?

a. Less than 8 hours

b. 1 workday

c. 2-3 work days

d. 4-5 work days

e. 5+ workdays

10.  Do reviews performed by your agency include?  Check all that apply.

a. recalculating results from raw data? For 1, 2, or 3 runs?

b. confirming all required calibration data is included in the report?

c.  confirming all required QA/QC procedures are followed and met?

d. confirming that process operations are representative of maximum/worst case/maximum normal conditions.

e. Verifying that control device parameters are normal?

f. Verifying that all required process and control parameters are being monitored and reported?

g. Confirm that the required and/or appropriate test methods are performed?

h. Review of the analytical data?

i. Reviewing chain of custody?

j. Confirming that all required audit samples were analyzed and met the minimum requirements?

k. Other (Please describe)?


WHAT IS “TIME OF REVIEW”? What starts, stops, and pauses the review clock
11. The EPA information tracks the number of days for a test to be reviewed.  For your program the time of review starting date is triggered by what event/action?
a. Test program start date.

b. Test program end date (last day of sampling)

c. All sample analyses completed.

d. Test Report completed by testing consultant and submitted to facility

e. Facility submits complete test report to Agency for review.

f. Agency review staff receives test report.

g. “Test performed” action is entered into AFS.

12. For your program, the time of review completion date is triggered by what event/action?
a. Agency review staff evaluates test validity and compliance status.

b. Agency review staff complete written documentation of review to appropriate personnel within your agency.

c. Agency takes necessary action based on the results of the test and review.

d. Agency notifies the facility regarding the results/conclusions based on test review.

e. Review completion action code reported to EPA.

f. Other (describe)

13. Does the review time include a provision (clock stop) to account for additional information requests?

WHAT TYPES OF REPORTS ARE REVIEWED?
14.  What types of tests are reviewed? Check all that apply.

a. Testing performed due to federal and state regulatory requirements to demonstrate compliance with applicable standards.
b. Tests submitted in support of permit applications and/or emissions factors and emissions inventories
c. CEM reports
d. Pre-test protocols

15. Are emissions testing performed in conjunction with CEMS reviewed by your agency?  If yes please note which type of reports are reviewed.  Check all that apply.

a. No

b. Yes, initial certification

c. RATA

d. Excess Emission Reports (Including Monitoring Downtime)

e. Malfunction Abatement Plans

f. Part 75 CEMS Audit

g. Other

STAFFING QUESTIONS 
16. How many staff (full time equivalents) are dedicated to emission test report review? If 2 half time positions, report as 1 FTE)

a. 1

b. 2

c. 3 

d. 4

e. 5+

17. Does the test review staff perform other duties with respect to testing such as (check all that apply):

a. Pre-test protocol review

b. Stack test observations

c. Facility inspections

d. Permit review with respect to testing requirements

e. Required EPA reporting

f. Other (please describe)

18. How many other staff is involved with work duties that pertain to emissions testing other than test review and evaluation (for example: regional staff to perform test observations or other staff that communicates with the facilities).  The emissions tests duties would be only part-time responsibilities. 

a. 0-1

b. 2-5

c. 6-10

d. 10+
19. How many staff members would be involved in the review/observation/communication/EPA reporting/enforcement for a typical testing program.

a. 1

b. 2-4

c. 5-7

d. 8+

20. What type of staff is involved in all aspects of an emissions test? Please check all that apply.

a. Permitting (test requirement)

b. Regional Inspectors and compliance staff

c. Enforcement personnel

d. IT staff for EPA reporting

e. Other (please describe)
