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Overview

• Questions asked

• Minnesota's responses

• Highlights from the results

• How we may use the tool/data

• How to navigate the tool

• Please respond, if you haven’t already

• Any questions?
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(Minn. Stat. 116.07 subd. 4a)

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=116.07#stat.116.07.4a
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Minnesota's 
responses

• Regulatory Authority

• MPCA does not have additional permit denial authority or mandatory emissions 
reductions

• MPCA does have additional statute authority for cumulative analysis and strengthened 
MEPA

• Unintended consequences

• MPCA issues expiring and non-expiring permits

• Engagement

• Some programs within the agency evaluate the effectiveness of engagement efforts 
differently.

• Several MPCA programs track meeting and event attendance #s, email & website 
interactions, # of meetings & public events, informal feedback, comments and/or 
quality of comments, utilization of materials created, and the # of complaints 
responded to.

• Informal conversations have been very effective

• Giving communities resources or tools to communicate concerns, other than permit 
comments

• Analytical

• Yes, we do cumulative analysis, within the above reg authority

• Training

• Program is evolving

• Administrative

• Health department provide tracking data portal (we are an environmental health 
tracking state)

• US Census

• EPA

• Department of Transportation

• Gov Delivery



General Highlights

• Responses suggest 'a lot of work in the works'

• Some states cumulative analyses limited to National Ambient Air Quality 
modeling demonstration

• Some differing understanding between agency sections and divisions

• Some states have guides to engagement on their websites or in their practices

• CA, MA, City of Albuquerque, WA, and NJ have additional cumulative impacts 
authority

• Some states have begun to have Environmental Justice trainings through EPA

• More formal EJ engagement policies and practices than additional regulatory 
authority



Engagement Highlights

• Michigan - Their Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA) 
requires that there’s an opportunity for public comment and a public hearing on 
draft permits for which there is known public controversy.

• Massachusetts – policy requires enhanced public participation if their state 
environmental policy act is triggered. Uses specific guidance for reaching out to EJ 
populations within either 1 mile or 5 miles of a project depending on the 
permitting decision at the time of application.

• Oregon – Community engagement risk levels requires community engagement 
before permit is drafted, if above thresholds.

• New Jersey – requires Environmental Justice Impact Statement (EJIS) and public 
information sessions for applicant to receive feedback on project. This is required 
to deem application complete.

• Alabama – has a citizen’s guidance document for public engagement. All files and 
records on regulated parties are searchable online.



The tool and information are DRAFT

• This tool visualizes preliminary data collected through an information request. The data 
reflect the interpretations of the people responding to the information request and are 
not definitive statements from the government agencies themselves. For more detailed 
information on specific agencies’ practices and policies, please contact them directly.

• Legislative Director assigned this task

• Information – what can we replicate in Minnesota

• Tool - quick map for reference in conversation with legislators.



• https://public.tableau.com/a
pp/profile/mpca.data.service
s/viz/Cumulativeimpactsinfor
mationrequestpreliminarydat
a/Home-Map

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mpca.data.services/viz/Cumulativeimpactsinformationrequestpreliminarydata/Home-Map


Next steps

Please review responses from your 
state, local government, etc. or
respond if you haven't yet

https://forms.gle/cGkLkos1sHkzZXKr8

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fgcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2Fgcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fforms.gle*2FcGkLkos1sHkzZXKr8*26data*3D04*7C01*7CHARRIS.REGGIE*40EPA.GOV*7C54d6ce3777c146501fe308d8a6c7267d*7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7*7C0*7C0*7C637442726086892025*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000*26sdata*3DmhxDDvZIFRd0J4iGFEA*2FBW1tCFWeTAKMzuMuevf2suE*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!PRtDf9A!-Zh0G1hs68O0k0Fn24lGGCYvtVSu9nb4okTOsbZsyGk1eO5mmqeV88bIKwMccvRgmVidZQ*24%26data%3D04*7C01*7Ccassandra.meyer*40state.mn.us*7C94bc6d87923f474c38a208d8ac22bd7e*7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c*7C0*7C0*7C637448612508946849*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000%26sdata%3D81gBWGUm1Mm7D0YCCt*2FDyWjXG4dRqtOQSJyvELGr5Qg*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSoqKiolJSoqKioqKioqKioqKiUlKiolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!PRtDf9A!9vAnThSmxZyejr5X-up4Jizc6EoC8W2zbo3MaxNycAL58lL5ljbZ_99O8B0pJrsLsOMilg%24&data=04%7C01%7Ccassandra.meyer%40state.mn.us%7Ca44447d7a1824e637c1d08d8b3457d63%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637456458343991002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=L%2BwhjQHZPGiXrO5XsjE24UkK%2B8VTQzOL%2F151OjDlyEw%3D&reserved=0


Thanks!

Any Questions?

• Kristie Ellickson – Risk Evaluation and Air Modeling
Kristie.ellickson@state.mn.us

• Cassandra Meyer – Air Permitting
Cassandra.meyer@state.mn.us

mailto:Kristie.ellickson@state.mn.us
mailto:Cassandra.meyer@state.mn.us

