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Background

• In 2017, Secretary of State (SOS) audited DEQ’s AQ permitting program. 

• Report No. 2018-01: DEQ should improve the AQ permitting process to 
reduce its backlog and better safeguard Oregon’s air. 

– https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/documents/2018-01.pdf

• SOS auditors made 10 recommendations in 2018 and conducted follow-up 
investigations in 1Q 2019.

• Report No.2019-18: Recommendation follow-up report: 
http://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordView/6694888

https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/documents/2018-01.pdf
http://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordView/6694888


ODEQ Air Permit SOS Audit 

• Legislative support

– Budget approved for 6 

positions in ACDP and 

2 in Title V during the 

2019 legislative 

session; 5 ACDP and 2 

TV positions are eligible 

to start July 1, 2020; the 

last one can start after 

April 1, 2021. 



Recommendation Implementation Status: 

Implemented/Resolved

No Recommendation

7 HQ needs to provide consistent guidance and support to permit writers through the use of tools and 
resources, including:

a. Current and ongoing guidance on new rule interpretation and implementation;

b. Checklists to help determine application completeness;

c. Documentation of up-to-date permit writing policies, procedures, and processes stored in a 

centralized and accessible location

8 DEQ needs to improve the pre-application process to help make sure the right information is submitted to 
help reduce delays.

10 DEQ needs to provide clear information to the public on the purpose of public comment and participation



Working with NACAA on Backlog Reduction

• NACAA permitting success stories webinar on 6/24/2019

– 5 State and Local AQ agencies

– Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ success story: Backlog 

team for 6 -9 months working on 600 backlog projects

• NACAA Permitting Resources Clearinghouse:

– https://nacaapermitproject.wixsite.com/pproject

https://nacaapermitproject.wixsite.com/pproject






Current Status of Permit Backlog

July

2017

December 

2019

% 

Improvement

Title V 44.0 % 36.5% 7.5%

ACDP 42.3 % 20.0 % 22.3%



Questions?


