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Minnesota has 90,000 miles of 
shoreline, more than California, 
Florida and Hawaii combined.



“A River Runs Through It”



Diesel Emission Reduction Act 
(DERA)



River Dredging boat
(check out the video!)

DERA working in MN Ports

Tour Boat

Barge-loading crane



We build partnerships to develop collaborative 
solutions to environmental problems.



Doing Donuts

• The Itasca

• No smoke

• Legislators and the 
media dig it



Clean Air Minnesota is a diverse 
group of public, private, and 

community people and 
organizations working to develop, 

fund, and implement voluntary 
projects that reduce air pollution. 



Roles

• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

• Environmental Initiative – as a nonprofit, we can do things – and get 
others to do things – and do things for others

• Other governmental entities at multiple levels

• Private partners

• Leadership

• Work to strengths

• Common goals; shared responsibilities



•Voluntary partnerships

•Consensus driven 

•Collaborative process

•Pilot projects to demonstrate possibility, proof of 
concept, refine business models, build capacity, 
no proprietary interest

•Unlikely allies and co-chairs: MN Chamber of 
Commerce, MN Center for Environmental 
Advocacy

Clean Air Minnesota

Operations



•We do not all breath the same air

•Beyond NAAQS; exposure is exposure

• Stories and actions

•Did not get into this in a year and are not getting out 
of it in a year

•Go to their parties – and not just the professionals

Clean Air Minnesota

Operations



2003

The Clean Air Minnesota partnership officially launched at 

a kick-off featuring U.S. EPA Administrator Christie Todd 

Whitman and Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty as 

keynote speakers.







It’s an Art 

and a Science 

• Have a plan - in 
engagement,   
fundraising, and working 
with partners

• Build momentum and 
trajectory - have a 
strategy, but be flexible 
and creative

• The big picture –
maintain the proper line 
of sight for your work 
plan, objectives, and 
outcomes – both short-
term and long-term



• Trust – who has it with funders, 
partners, and communities

• Listen – then put things together

• Focus - not just “bees, birds, and 
butterflies” and hard science 
outcomes/outputs

• History – of partners, communities, 
agencies

• Transparency – of process, 
expectations, desired outcomes

Some unsolicited 
advice 



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/ls-marine


