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• “EPA will accept feedback on the draft 
guidance through March 10, 2020. Interested 
stakeholders can submit comments to Docket 
ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2019-0668. For more 
information on submitting comments to the 
docket, see the memorandum to this Docket 
ID.” 

Public draft available for review 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2019-0668
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2019-0668
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• 179B relief is limited to: 
▫ Allow SIP modeling that does not show 

attainment 
▫ Prevent a reclassification if attainment date 

passes without attaining the standard 
• Not just border areas. 
▫ This was decided in previous implementation 

rules 
▫ border areas with shared airsheds may be 

more obvious 

179B Relief and Applicability 
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• “International sources” and “International 
emissions” mean “anthropogenic” 
▫ To be consistent with the Clean Air Act 
▫ All five mandatory provisions of a SIP focus on 

anthropogenic emissions 

Focus: Intl Anthropogenic Emissions 
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Overall Process for Developing a Section 179B Demonstration 

Recommend air agency consult with EPA before 
and during development of a section 179B 

demonstration 



Conceptual Model 

6 

• Conceptual model drives analysis 
design 

• Demonstration includes 
• Ambient Observations 
• Emissions 
• Meteorology 
• Modeling results 

• Lines of evidence depend on the 
conceptual model 
• Less complex conceptual models 

use fewer lines of evidence 
• More complex conceptual models 

use more lines and strength of 
evidence 

• Final: Weight of Evidence 

Technical Overview 

Ambient 
Composition and 

Meteorology 
Analysis 

Comprehensive 
Emissions 
Analysis 

Modeling 
Analysis 

Lines of evidence evaluated separately, weighed together 
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Contact: 
Ashley Keas at keas.ashley@epa.gov  
Barron Henderson at henderson.barron@epa.gov 
 

 
More details at Feb 12 1PM Eastern webinar 

 
QUESTIONS? 

mailto:keas.ashley@epa.gov
mailto:henderson.barron@epa.gov
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