
THREADING THE NEEDLE
Enforcement strategy 



0-7 mph

7 miles

553 tribal members impacted
• 5 ER
• 12 medical attention
• 26 symptoms > 1 day
• 65 self-evacuated Symptoms

• Coughing/throat irritation
• Breathing problems
• Eye irritation
• Nausea
• Headaches



Partial facility shutdown (including the main 
flare)

Decontamination procedure shortcuts prior 
to steaming

Wet stream to flare – doused the flame. 
Release of mercaptans, H2S, dimethyl 
sulfide, and benzene that impacted 
downwind communities.

What Happened on February 20, 2015?
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Tribe

NWCAA

DOSH
• Emergency Management/911
• Health Department



Strategic Plan: NWCAA in lead/coordinating role

Stakeholder agreements:
• Coordinated investigation interviews.
• Informal communication of case progress.
• Tribal considerations and communications.



Outcomes
• NEW – NO RELEASE procedure

• DOSH violation & settlement 
$77,000

• NWCAA violation & penalty 
$133,000 – November 2016
• General duty violations under 

NSPS & NESHAP

• Statutory maximum collected

• EPA has 5 year SOL (Feb 2020)



Lessons Learned…



Questions?

Toby Mahar
Northwest Clean Air Agency
tobym@nwcleanairwa.gov

mailto:tobym@nwcleanairwa.gov

