


On Labor Day, the Air Quality 

Index (AQI) in Eugene was 

Green (“Good”) for most of the 

day, but wildfire smoke from 

the Beachie Creek and 

Lionshead fires steadily 

increased the AQI in the 

evening hours to Yellow then 

Orange, Red, then Purple 

(“Very Unhealthy”).  



By Tuesday morning, 

September 8, 2020, the AQI in 

Eugene was Maroon 

(“Hazardous”) as extreme 

winds and historically 

challenging fire conditions 

fueled multiple wildfires across 

the region. “The fire weather 

forecasted is extremely rare 

and occurs only a few times a 

century,” said Eric Johnson, 

Deputy Fire Staff for Northwest 

Oregon Fire Management.



The AQI was a 

very valuable 

educational and 

advisory tool 

throughout the 

wildfire events.  



Sports and other

activities were 

already severely 

restricted by COVID 

concerns, but this 

public health 

guidance reminded 

everyone of the 

activity cautions at 

increasing AQI 

levels. 



By Thursday, the AQI was 

Hazardous throughout the 

Willamette Valley. Deadly 

windblown wildfires raging 

across Oregon (and throughout 

the Pacific Northwest) 

destroyed hundred of homes, 

and Oregon Governor Kate 

Brown warned, “This could be 

the greatest loss of human life 

and property due to wildfire in 

our state’s history.”  



Western Oregon: In one 
week, over one million acres 
were burned.  This was over 
twice the acreage burned in 
a typical year in Oregon.

This screenshot from 
fire.airfire.gov shows active 
wildfires, hotspots from 
satellite detections, 
permanent air monitors, 
and low-cost air sensors.



On Saturday, September 12, 2020, 

the Air Quality Advisory was 

extended to the entire State of 

Oregon, with Hazardous smoke levels 

expanding into much of Central 

Oregon.  Governor Kate Brown said 

more than 40,000 Oregonians have 

been evacuated and about 500,000 

(of the 4.2 million residents in 

Oregon) are in different levels of 

evacuation zones. (Level 1 is Get 

Ready, Level 2 is Get Set, Level 3 

Evacuation Zones are GO NOW!)



Here are a few 

examples of 

social media 

updates 

through the 

wildfire events. 

Many views, 

reactions, 

comments, and 

shares.  



Air quality has 

dramatically improved in 

most parts of western 

Oregon in recent days.  

But fires continue, areas 

close to the fires continue 

to be impacted, and 

diurnal air movements still 

bring residual smoke into 

many areas overnight.  



Cleanup efforts are 

beginning, which 

require many other 

cautions.



This screenshot from this 

morning illustrates the 

overnight impact of wildfire 

smoke.  The Holiday Farm Fire 

is located on the eastern side 

of this map and destroyed the 

community of Blue River.



For updates, some of my favorite websites are:

• airnow.gov

• fire.airnow.gov 

• fire.airfire.org

• purpleair.com
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