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Concrete Batch Program

• Harris County Pollution Control Services (PCS) began its 
Concrete Batch Plant Program in 2020  

• The program is designed to take a proactive look at the 
numerous concrete batch plants in Harris County

• Two full time investigators conduct unannounced proactive 
inspections and complaint investigations at concrete batch 
plants and related facilities

• 485 inspections conducted and 218 Violation Notices issued 
since July 2020 



Concrete Batch Plants



Related Facilities



Proximity to Receptors



Proximity to Receptors



Proximity to Receptors



Proximity to Receptors



Common Permit Violations



Damaged/Disconnected Air Abatement Equipment



Failure to maintain fabric or cartridge filters and collection systems

• Amended distance requirements 
for stationary equipment and 
materials;
• Emissions standards for 
Concrete Batch Plants operating 
under the Standard Permit



Visible emissions from storage silos



Faulty suction shroud and central dust collection unit



Failure control emissions from in-plant roads



Failure to pave batch and material 
delivery routes with a cohesive hard surface



Tracking & Road Dust Emissions



Improper storage of sand and aggregates



Failure to maintain a 12-foot dust suppressant fence



Failure to maintain three-walled bunkers



Industrial Solid Waste Violations

Harris County Pollution Control Services Department



Water Code Violations



Water Code Violations

Harris County Pollution Control Services Department



• Infrared camera commonly 
used to find invisible gas 
(Hydrocarbon) leaks in 
industrial settings.

• This camera can also detect 
fine particulate matter due 
to a temperature difference 
between the particulate and 
background and the 
particulate’s IR reflectivity. 

FLIR optical gas imaging (OGI)



FLIR Camera vs. Standard Digital Camera



FLIR Camera vs Standard Digital Camera



High Sensitivity FLIR Video 



Q&A


