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Example of why we need Air Quality forecasters to interpret air quality model output. 
On June 6, 2023, the forecasters know that the CMAQ model on the left does not include Canadian wildfire 
smoke in its PM2.5 forecast calculations, therefore it was only forecasting ‘Good’ PM2.5 for most of NYS on 

June 6. As seen on the noontime AirNow map on the right, this clearly was not the case.



24-hr PM2.5 wildfire smoke impacts June 5 through 8, 2023



Satellite progression of the wildfire smoke on the morning of  June 7, 2023



These graphs show how the 
EPAs NowCast PM2.5 weighted 
algorithms keep the NowCast 
AQI at elevated levels for 
several hours after the actual 
concentrations decrease.



These graphs show how 
the EPAs NowCast PM2.5 
weighted algorithms keep 
the NowCast AQI at 
elevated levels for several 
hours after the actual 
concentrations decrease.
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