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June 10, 2021
TO:
NACAA Air Directors 
Congress has begun consideration of FY 2022 appropriations, including federal grants to state and local air agencies. Your help is needed to make a strong case to Congress about the need for increases in federal grants to your agencies.  This should be done soon since Congressional leaders hope to act in the coming weeks to address FY 2022 appropriations legislation.

The FY 2021 budget maintained funding for clean air agency federal grants to roughly the same as in prior years ($229.5 million), which is about equal to what they were over 15 years ago in FY 2004 ($228 million).  If the FY 2004 figure is adjusted for inflation, level funding is approximately $320 million in today’s dollars, which is the amount NACAA recommended for this budget cycle.  The Administration’s FY 2022 budget request to Congress is $321, so it is very much in line with NACAA’s recommendation.

We need your help in making our case to Congress. It is especially important that agencies with Representatives or Senators on the House and Senate Appropriations Committees or the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittees contact their Members of Congress as soon as possible and urge that they adopt legislation that increases federal grants to state and local air pollution control agencies.  We are providing you with information you can use, including a model letter and a list of the full committee and subcommittee members.
If your Congressional delegation are not members of the committees or subcommittees, it is still important to contact them to ask that they convey immediately to the subcommittees the need for increased funding for Section 103/105 grants.  If you are unable to send a letter, it would still be very useful to send an informal email or call their offices.  Some of the attached information would be helpful background for those communications.  It includes the following:
· a model letter to help prepare your own correspondence to Congress.  We urge you to restate this in your own words and highlight your local details.  If your letter is not directed to a member of the committee or subcommittee, please also send a copy to the committee and subcommittee chairs; and

· a list of the members of the Senate and House Appropriations Committees and Subcommittees on Interior, Environment, and Independent Agencies.  The addresses of the subcommittee and committee chairs are included.  Email addresses for only the subcommittees are publicly available.  If you have contacts within the individual offices, you may wish to email your correspondence.  
Your input matters. Please contact your representatives and/or ask your local board members or agency heads to contact your Congressional members. When you send a letter to a Member of Congress on this issue, please provide Mary Sullivan Douglas of NACAA with a copy as well.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary at (571) 970-6678 or mdouglas@4cleanair.org.

June 10, 2021
Model Letter to Individual Members of Congress from State and Local Agencies
[Brackets and underlining indicate spaces for agency- or area-specific information.]

Dear [Senator or Representative]:

[Name of agency] and other state and local clean air agencies across the country are charged with operating essential air quality programs that protect public health.  Unfortunately, these programs have been underfunded for many years and need significant increases in resources.  Federal grants to state and local air quality agencies under Sections 103 and 105 of the Clean Air Act last year were $229.5 million, which is approximately the same as they were over 15 years ago in FY 2004, even while their responsibilities have increased dramatically.  If this amount were adjusted for inflation, level funding would be about $321.5 million for FY 2022.  Therefore, while the need is far greater, we ask Congress to increase state and local air grants by $92 million above FY 2021 levels, for a total of $321.5 million (equal to the Administration’s budget request).  


  Air pollution still causes tens of thousands of early deaths in America.  It is still a serious public health problem that causes adverse health impacts to millions every year, including cancer and damage to respiratory, cardiovascular, neurological and reproductive systems. These impacts especially affect overburdened and environmental justice communities.  State and local air quality agencies are tasked with putting in place and operating the programs required by the federal Clean Air Act to improve and protect air quality. These responsibilities include, among others, monitoring, planning, modeling, compiling emission inventories, adopting regulations, analyzing data and inspecting facilities.  In [name of state or area], for example, we are particularly concerned about [insert specific information about local air quality concerns].  Accordingly, we [insert details about the programs the agency is working on].

Federal grants for state and local air quality agencies have been inadequate for many years.  They have not even kept up with inflation and our costs have increased.  Because of these deficits, state and local agencies struggle to continue critical air quality programs.  [Name of state or area], [provide specific, concrete examples of how a lack of Section 105 grants has hurt your program.  If possible, provide concrete evidence of how this has affected air quality or public health.]  


We at [name of agency] work hard to improve air quality, but sufficient federal funding is critical.  Please ensure that federal grants to state and local air quality agencies are increased at least to keep pace with inflation.  Specifically, grants in the amount of $321.5 million would constitute merely level funding from FY 2004 levels, adjusted for inflation.  I would be glad to answer any questions you have or provide more information. Thank you for any assistance you can offer.
Sincerely,

cc:
Chairs of Appropriations Committees


Chairs of Interior, Environment, and Independent Agencies Subcommittees
House and Senate Appropriations Committees

117th Congress (as of June 10, 2021)

House Appropriations Committee

Majority

Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) – Chairwoman

Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)

David E. Price (D-NC)

Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA)

Sanford D. Bishop (D-GA)

Barbara Lee (D-CA)

Betty McCollum (D-MN)

Tim Ryan (D-OH)

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD)

Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL)

Henry Cuellar (D-TX)

Chellie Pingree (D-ME)

Mike Quigley (D-IL)

Derek Kilmer (D-WA)

Matt Cartwright (D-PA)

Grace Meng (D-NY)

Mark Pocan (D-WI)

Katherine M. Clark (D-MA)

Pete Aguilar (D-CA)

Lois Frankel (D-FL)

Cheri Bustos (D-IL)

Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ)

Brenda L. Lawrence (D-MI) 

Norma J. Torres (D-CA)

Charlie Crist (D-FL)

Ann Kirkpatrick (D-AZ)

Ed Case (D-HI)

Adriano Espaillat (D-NY)

Josh Harder (D-CA)

Jennifer Wexton (D-VA)

David J. Trone (D-MD)

Lauren Underwood (D-IL)

Susie Lee (D-NV)

Address of Chair

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Chair

House Committee on Appropriations  

U.S. House of Representatives

H-307 U.S. Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Minority

Kay Granger (R-TX) – Ranking Member

Harold Rogers (R-KY)

Robert B. Aderholt (R-AL)

Michael K. Simpson (R-ID)

John R. Carter (R-TX)

Ken Calvert (R-CA)

Tom Cole (R-OK)

Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)

Steve Womack (R-AR)

Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE)

Charles J. "Chuck" Fleischmann (R-TN)

Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA)

David P. Joyce (R-OH)

Andy Harris (R-MD)

Mark E. Amodei (R-NV)

Chris Stewart (R-UT)

Steven M. Palazzo (R-MS)

David G. Valadao (R-CA)

Dan Newhouse (R-WA)

John R. Moolenaar (R-MI)

John H. Rutherford (R-FL)

Ben Cline (R-VA)

Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA)

Mike Garcia (R-CA)

Ashley Hinson (R-IA)

Tony Gonzales (R-TX)

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

Majority

Chellie Pingree, Chair (D-ME)

Betty McCollum (D-MN)

Derek Kilmer (D-WA)

Josh Harder (D-CA)

Susie Lee (D-NV)

Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)

Matt Cartwright (D-PA)

Address of Chair

The Honorable Chellie Pingree, Chair

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

U.S. House of Representatives

Rayburn House Office Building, Room 2007

Washington, DC 20515

INApprop.detailee@mail.house.gov
Minority

David Joyce (R-OH), Ranking Member 

Mike Simpson (R-ID)

Chris Stewart (R-UT)

Mark Amodei (R-NV)

Generic Address for other Representatives

The Honorable [name of representative]

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515
Senate Appropriations Committee

Majority

Patrick Leahy (D-VT) Chairman

Patty Murray (D-WA)

Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)

Richard Durbin (D-IL)

Jack Reed (D-RI)

Jon Tester (D-MT)

Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

Jeff Merkley (D-OR)

Christopher Coons (D-DE)

Brian Schatz (D-HI)

Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)

Chris Murphy (D-CT)

Joe Manchin (D-WV)

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)

Martin Heinrich (D-NM)

Address of Chairman

The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Chairman

Senate Committee on Appropriations

U.S. Senate

The Capitol, S-128

Washington, DC  20510

Minority

Richard Shelby (R-AL) – Vice Chairman

Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Susan Collins (R-ME)

Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)

Lindsey Graham (R-SC)

Roy Blunt (R-MO)

Jerry Moran (R-KS)

John Hoeven (R-ND)

John Boozman (R-AR)

Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)

John Kennedy (R-LA)

Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS)

Mike Braun (R-IN)

Bill Hagerty (R-TN)

Marco Rubio (R-FL)

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

Majority

Jeff Merkley (D-OR) – Chair

Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)

Patrick Leahy (D-VT)

Jack Reed (D-RI)

Jon Tester (D-MT)

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)

Martin Heinrich (D-NM)

Address of Chair

The Honorable Jeff Merkley, Chair

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

U.S. Senate

Dirksen Office Building, SD-131

Washington, DC   20510

int@appro.senate.gov
Minority

Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) – Ranking Member

Roy Blunt (R-MO)

Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV)

Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS)

Bill Hagerty (R-TN)

Marco Rubio (R-FL)

Generic Address for other senators

The Honorable [name of senator]

United States Senate

Washington, DC  20515
