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What We'll Cover

 Types of fires

 Reaching-the
public

* An upcoming tool



Prescribed Fire




Wildfire

e Unwanted

-.S'meke can be
~ significant




EPA Policy

— Addresses public health and welfare impacts
— Encourages use of smoke management plans

— Working with USDA Agricultural Air Quality
Task Force to develop



Wildfire Smoke Issues

* 1988 Oregon |-5 accident

* Over long distances
 Business, tourism, real estate

e Significant short-term effects




Smoke & Health

eye & airway Iirritation
chest pain,
palpitations, shortness of breath, fatigue

breathing not as
deep or vigorous as usual, coughing, phlegm,
chest discomfort, wheezing, shortness of
breath.



Key Public Messages

— Visibility guides in
some areas without
monitors




Getting the Word Out
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at Is Particle Pollution?
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 Work with other agencies
« USFS ongoing Wildfire Smoke

A Guide for Public Health Officials

e Fact Sheet with CDC

 Public Health Officials’ Guide :

Y

FIRE SAFETY

* Direct-to-public work
e Smoke brochure
e PM & health brochure
« PM AQI Wildfires
o« AIRNow Health Threat From Wildfire Smoke

Smoke from wildfires is a mixture of gases and fine particles from burning trees and other plant materials.
Smoke can hurt your eyes, irritate your respiratory system, and worsen chronic heart and lung diseases.



Alaska Fires 2004




alrpanks PM 2.5 levels June/July 2004

24 hr average - 2.5 micron Airborne Particulate Matter
Downtown Fairbanks, Alaska — June / July 2004
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2004 Date
Good—-0-158
Moderate — 16 - 40
Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups — 40 - 65 Notes: 24 hr average is from midnight to midnight using available
Unhealthy— 65 - 150 hours of accurate data.

Very Unhealthy— 150 - 250 Average summertime value for the Fairbanks area is 10 p g/m®
Hazardous— > 250
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About the Data

Ska 2004: EPA Response
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Alaska Smoke 2004
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Coming Up: New Tools

« Smoke forecasting tools
— USFS, NOAA, others have capabillity
— Not for public use

 Blue Sky Rains

— Web-based, real-time smoke concentration
predictions

— Currently for use by fire managers, air quality
agencies & public (Northwest only)
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Blue Sky Rains: Washington State a/30/04
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Activities

e Purpose: Provide appropriate monitoring data to
better protect public health from the effects of
wildfire smoke

* Develop consistent fine particulate air monitoring
guidance and protocols and evaluate portable smoke
monitors during wildfire events

 End-users: EPA, State/local and tribal air agencies and
FLMs

e Participants

e States: New Mexico, Arizona, California,
Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Montana,
Colorado, Idaho, Nevada

e EFl M<c: Fich and Wildhife Eorect fRarvice
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