
Dec. 1, 2004 Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

Laura Koprowski
Communications & Air Quality Program Manager

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Columbus, Ohio



Dec. 1, 2004 Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

MORPC’s Air Quality Program

Before Oct. 2003 Today

Focus on Ozone Only Ozone and Particle 
Pollution

Issued Ozone Alert Issue Air Quality Alert

Ozone Forecasts May –
Sept.

Year-Round Air Quality 
Forecasts
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Planning for PM2.5
• Issues to Address:

– What do we call PM2.5?

– What do we change Ozone Alert to? What do we advise during an 
Alert day? When do we issue an Alert? What’s our coverage area?

– How do we integrate PM2.5 forecasting?

– How do we introduce the new pollutant to the public, media and other 
stakeholders?

– What new materials do we need?
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What do we call PM2.5?

• Particle Pollution
• Fine Particles
• Soot
• Smog
• Haze
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From Ozone Alert to Air Quality Alert

• Selected new name through our Air Quality 
Committee (runner-up was Air Quality Advisory)

• Issue an Air Quality Alert when forecast is 101 or 
higher; went with health standard for PM2.5 vs. 
when an exceedance occurs



Dec. 1, 2004 Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

From Ozone Alert to Air Quality Alert

• Challenge of what to recommend during an Air 
Quality Alert due to many “unknowns”

• What’s the Coverage Area? Still don’t know 
nonattainment area and only have 2 PM2.5 
monitors in one metro county
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Combining Ozone 
and PM2.5 

Forecasting
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How do you introduce particle pollution?

• Sent out press releases and interviewed 
for news stories

• Met with local TV meteorologists
• Launched an aggressive community 

campaign – Clean Air Challenge
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Columbus Clean Air Challenge
Recruit 10,000 individuals over 18 months 
to pledge one or more voluntary actions 
that will reduce particle and ozone 
pollution.
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Columbus Clean Air Challenge
• Kick-off event during World Asthma Day Celebration at 

Ohio Statehouse

• Held “Breakfast of Champions” with our Partners

• Launched www.cleanairchallenge.net

• Prizes, Community Events, Presentations
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Developed New Outreach Materials

• AQI Card – very, very popular
• New air quality brochure
• Updated website pages
• Ran radio ads, website banner ads and 

sponsored air quality forecast on local media 
websites

• Created e-newsletter - Air Mail
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What have we learned?
• Not an easy concept to “get”
• Timing of launch in Oct. probably not the best. 

Launching Clean Air Challenge in May went far 
better.

• Media still trying to “get it”. Lots of mistakes 
from them this summer.

• Plan to revise format of website and email 
forecast – it’s a work in progress
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