
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air:
Harnessing a Medical Voice for Clean Air



CAC’s Mission 
To ensure cleaner air 
quality for all North 
Carolinians through 
education and advocacy
and by working with our 
partners to reduce sources 
of pollution.



North Carolina’s main AQ Issue: Ozone

Charlotte’s Fs on State of the Air Report:
2013, 2012, 2011, 2010…

when will we improve? 

Source: NC Division of Air Quality 



• Educates medical and health 
professionals

• Advocates for strong clean air 
policies

• Partners with other organizations
• Harnesses voice of over 400 medical 

and health professionals
• Provides medical/health speakers & 

references to media

How do we communicate air quality? 
By going through 

Medical and Health experts.



What does “values-based marketing” 
mean to us? 

Commonly focus on Pediatricians=Children
• Children are more vulnerable to air 

pollution
• Children’s issues cross political divides
• Children cannot advocate for themselves
• Children’s doctors more inclined towards advocacy

Target values of each audience: 
• Teachers=Education
• Parents=Children
• Politicians=Voters … or funders
• MAKE IT PERSONAL!



How do we market our message?

Affordably! Almost entirely on-line
* Website * eBlasts * Quarterly newsletters * Medical sign-on letters
* Webinars * Social Media
But know the value of showing up
* Press conferences *Local meetings * Partner events



Website: Air Quality and Health Research 
and Webinars

Education

http://medicaladvocatesforhealthyair.org/


Education

Training program for pediatric residents: 
Levine Children’s Hospital



How are 
your patients 
impacted by 
air quality?

COPD
Lung Cancer Pre-term Birth/

Low Birth Weight

Education

Asthma



Stay On Top of Air Quality Issues

Join newsgroups, environmental health lists, and our 
listserv! http://MedicalAdvocatesforHealthyAir.com

Stay involved!
Be an Advocate
Participate in sign-on letters and petitions, on-line 
or on paper. When you wear a white coat, people 
listen. 

Contact Your Legislator
Write a letter or an email. Find out who represents you: 
http://tinyurl.com/ncrepresents

Write a Letter to the Editor
Find best-practice tips at 
http://cleanaircarolina.org/?page_id=953

Education

http://medicaladvocatesforhealthyair.org/
http://tinyurl.com/ncrepresents
http://cleanaircarolina.org/?page_id=953


Advocacy

Media Response 
and Public 
Comments

Public advocacy

Speaker’s Bureau



Advocacy



Partnership



Partnership

AQ  Flag at Mecklenburg Co. 
Health Department

Current asthma stats from ALA



For More Information

Rebecca Cheatham

Charlotte and Western NC

rebecca@cleanaircarolina.org

Gayatri Ankem

Triangle and Eastern 

gayatri@cleanaircarolina.org

Join Medical Advocates for Healthy Air

www.MedicalAdvocatesforHealthyAir.org

mailto:rebecca@cleanaircarolina.org
mailto:gayatri@cleanaircarolina.org
http://www.cleanaircarolina.org/

