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Geographical Context

flexas shares borders with four Mexican
States — Chihuvanua, Coanuila;, Nueve
Leon, and llamaulipas

TThe international berder runs: for 1,254
miles aleng the: RierGrande, frem: El Pase
to the Gull of Mexico



Ambient Al Quality: Standards

The U.S. and Mexico have ambient standards for the
same pollutants.

OZone Suliur Dioxide
Caion Moenexide Nitregen Oxide
Particulate Matter Lead

The numerical standards are similar in both countries.

Only the three pollutants on the left are
considered a potential problem in Texas.



Del Rio to the Gulf ofi Mexico

NG Vielatiens of the standards fier any: of the
moenitered pellttants have ececurred

Urldan centers on the' Texas side include Del Rio,
Eagle Pass; Laredo, and the Cities of the' Lewer
Rier Grande Valley, including) VicAllen,, Haringen,
anadl Brownsville

Mexican side — €Cd. Acuna;, Piedras Negras,
Nuevo Laredo, Reynoesa, and Matamoros



Reasons for Attainment

Levels off generation off emissiens

Prevailing winds



Peaks Iin the LRGV

Onirelatively’ rare 0ccasions;, S=hour
AVElage GZONEe Concentratiens can reachiin
10 the upper 70s or lewer 80s i ppk

These peaks are: caused by Windsy Brnging
EZONE! frem! the nerth and then stagnating
for a peried of time in the: Valley:



Cross-border Issues in South Texas

Seasonallagricultural buimingl (and seme burning
Of fierests) in seuthern Mexico and: Central
America results in heavy leads of PV carred
REN BY: the Winds

Localized agriculturalfpurming eccasionally araws
complaints; frem; both sides

Iraffic hack-ups at' hoerder ciessings generate
significant emissiens



Visibility in: the Big Bend Area

The Federal Clean Al Act includes protection; fio)
nationall parks With respect te Visiiiby,

I 19995 ERPAISSUEed “Regionall Haze Regulatiens:

Fhese regulations recegnize the Issue of Iong-
distance: transport of the: polltitantsithat rediice
Visibllity;, and encourage multi-state coeperation

Fexasi s working withrseverallother U.S. states
On develeping a regienal strategy.



Visibility in Big Bend, continued

I September 20048 EPA releasedl the BRAVO
naze:study: for Bigl Bend

e main cause ofi haze s fine particulate
matter, and' chiefly suliates formed firom

sulfurr diexide (S0O2)

Haze in Big Bend results from: numerous
pollutionr sources, in' East Texas, other states
1o the: norti and east, and nerther MexIco



El Paso and the Paso del Norte Area

e Paso dell Norte comprises parts of
three states; and twor countries

m Ell Paso, liexas
a Cd. Juarez, Chinuahua
= Dona Ana Ceunty, New Viexico

Population; off appreximately: 2.25 million

Meuntain ranges create a “howir



The Problem

ASImeniterng for varoeus: pellttants Was
nitiated 1nrthe 1970s and 19805 in El

Pase, It Became: clear the area was In nen-
attainment for three: peliutants:

s Ozone (1-hour averages)
x Carben menexide (8-heur averages)
x PVI-10 (24-heur and annual averages)



Toeday

ElfPasor s In attalnment for 6zone

The TCEQ has reguestedi redesignation of
El'Pasoeras in attainment: for €O

The TCEQ Is developing a Natural Events
Action Plani to address the: prokliem: of dust

sterms and PN



Reasens for Imprevement

National regulatiens — emissiens
stanaards, exygenated fuels, lew Reid
\/aper: Pressue; stage: 1 and stage: 2 Vapor:
controels

State’ andtlecal programs — controls; on
pUIMING, rules; en; street sweeping, gas
station Ispections, vehicle 1&V,, ©zone

Action: Days



Moere Reasens for Improvement

Binatienall cooperation

x Binatienal Pase del Noerte Alf @Quality, Fask
Eorcer created in 19938

Goal was; te create an Intermatienal Al Quality
Management District

x Joint Aavisory: Cemmittee (JAC) created In
1996, as anlappendix te the 1983 hinational
La Paz Agreement



The JAC

Chaired! by EPA and SENMARNAT
Includes state and local agencies

Incluides representatives of corperate,
academic, nealu, and conmmuniity
eliganizatiens

Quarterly: meetings



JAC Successes

Oxyeenated gasoeline in Cd. Juarez

Cross-border use of the TCEQ's Supplemental
Envirenmentall Program

Cross-berder emissions trading
“Envirenmental™ brick Kilns

Venicle emissions testing 1 Cdl. Juarez
Expanded road paving

Integration eff the MonIteing Netweolik
“One Basin® Resolution



Remaining Cress-Boerader Issues

Localized “hot spots™
m PV
s Hydregen sulfide

Difierent regulations; inrNew: Viexico
s Create Interstate aiir guality, controll region?

Challenge ofi consistent and continuoeus
fepresentation; onl the JAC
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